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Additional Budget Cuts Will Be Tolighy:ButFair 


In Massachusetts, the law requires that the state budget be balanced. In other words, the Com- 
monwealth can spend no more in its fiscal year—July 1 through June 30 of the following year—than it 
expects to bring in through revenues, whether that be automobile licenses or the state income tax. 

For a variety of reasons, this year’s estimated revenue has thus far—halfway through the fiscal 
year—proven to be less than expected. Thus, the state’s elected officials and managers must either 
reduce their expectations to provide service, or revenues must be increased. 
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The Commonwealth’s vibrant cultural community can 
testify painfully to the reality of the belt-tightening that has 
occurred thus far. Because the Governor and Legislature 
last June assumed lower revenues for this current fiscal 
year, the Council's budget was reduced more than 10% 
from the previous year—more than $2 million—and that 
reduction translated into cuts for most Merit Aid recipients, 
smaller awards than requested for contemporary arts and 
education projects, and diminution of planned new initia- 
tives. 

But revenues have proven even lower than predicted at 
the beginning of the fiscal year. On top of the initial round 
of cutbacks, the Council has been asked to return at least 
another half-million dollars to the state treasury. 

Throughout its difficult decisionmaking, the Council 
has kept faithful to its goals by spreading the cuts evenly 
from support for cultural organizations, to community and 
education projects, to the efforts of living artists, and to 
instilling a sense of aesthetics in the Commonwealth’s built 
environment. The latest cuts are more problematic because 
the vast majority of the Council’s dollars have already been 
committed, and projects have already begun. 

It is a rare day at the Council when staff do not receive 
a phone call from a cultural organization asking if the grant 
they had been promised is in jeopardy. 

Our answer is always the same: we will do everything 
within our power to ensure that every dollar currently 
contracted is protected from further budget cuts. At this 
time, we do not anticipate further cuts. 

We'd be misleading the cultural community if we said 
things aren't tight. Difficult decisions are made everyday, 
not only at the Council, but in the Legislature and the Gov- 
ernor’s office. We are shortstaffed and there is little hope in 
the foreseeable future that the situation will improve. 

It is also true that the Council has sustained reductions 
in its budget in the past and has bounced back. Your 
continued advocacy is always appreciated (and needed). 
Please don’t hesitate to call or write Council staff with your 
concerns and suggestions. 


Anne Hawley 


Council Uses Video to Publicize Artists Housing 


“Two-thirds of Massachusetts’ artists are facing dis- 
placement. That is an unacceptable situation,” states Anne 
Hawley, executive director of the Massachusetts Council 
on the Arts and Humanities. 

To help solve this crisis, the Council and the state’s 
artists are setting a precedent for other states across the 
nation. The Council has supported a variety of artists’ 
groups throughout the Commonwealth seeking to develop 
their own live/work space. Most recently, the agency 
helped arrange the $12 million purchase and transforma- 
tion of an old Somerville warehouse into live/work space 
for a group of 100 Boston area artists. 

To get the word out about the crisis in artists’ housing 
and its solutions, the Council commissioned Cambridge 
Studios, Inc., of Allston, to create a ten-minute videotape. 
The tape focuses on the story of the successful develop- 
ment of the Brickbottom Artists’ Building and other artist- 
owned space in Massachusetts and will be presented to a 
wide and diverse audience of city and state officials, 
lending institutions, and other artists’ groups to urge that 
model development be recreated in other communities. 

“The Council agreed that a video was the most effec- 
tive tool for opening a complex discussion among artists, 
builders, bankers, developers, and policy-makers,” said 
Adele Fleet Bacow, who served as the Council’s producer 
for the tape. 

The video, titled “Creating Artist’s Space,” tells an 
intriguing story. Artists often rent affordable studios in old 
warehouses and other former industrial buildings. Ironi- 
cally, the personality, creativity, and cultural vibrancy 
artists bring to a community also create an environment 
desirable to retailers, restaurants, businesses and affluent 
city dwellers. This increased demand attracts real estate 
development and ultimately drives rents up. The high 
rents soon force artists out. 

In 1985, the Council first took up the artists’ cause. 
Under the guidance of consultant Jero Nesson, the agency 
helped identify and organize 100 artists interested in 
buying and renovating a building where they could live 
and work, with no danger of eviction. The 100 artists 
created a partnership called the Brickbottom Artists’ 
Cooperative. 

The Cooperative came up against many challenges in 
arranging the $12 million financing needed to rehabilitate 
the old 250,000 square foot Brickbottom warehouse into 100 
new live/work spaces and approximately 50 market rental 
apartments. With the help of the Community Economic 
Development Assistance Corporation (CEDAC), a state 
agency that assists non-profit developers, and the Thrift 


Fund, a fund designed to provide socially beneficial loans 


that would otherwise not be bankable, the Cooperative rose 
to this challenge. On June 15, 1988 the ribbon was cut for 
the Brickbottom Artist’s Building, the largest artists-owned 
housing cooperative in the United States. 

The video creatively weaves together the many 
strands of the Brickbottom story: Bob Kuehn, a well- 
known developer and a Council board member, notes, “As 
a businessman, I certainly recognize that artists provide a 
very important economic benefit to our economy. Artists 
are vital, contributing members of society.” 

Jero Nesson adds, “Over the years...artists have been 
successful in developing their own live/work space. They 
have created fifteen-million dollar projects. This is a track 
record that any developer would envy.” 

Keith Willoughby, chairman and CEO of First Mutual 
of Boston, explains, “We decided that Brickbottom was an 
eminently bankable loan and so we took the lead and _ 
raised the funds they needed.” 

Brickbottom is not the only success story revealed in 
the video documentary. The Claflin School, once a 
boarded-up elementary school in a Boston suburb, is now a 
transformed environment where a 14-unit, 17-artist com- 
munity thrives. 

“You begin a process like this with no knowledge of 
the workings of development,” says Judy Haberl, an artist/ 
developer at Claflin. “None of us had any previous back- 
ground in law or city businesses or development or archi- 
tecture for that matter, but you learn a lot in the process. I 
think it enriches your life.” 

And fundamentally, that is the story the videotape tells 
—an enriched life not only for artists, but for the communi- 
ties where they live and work. Perhaps it’s all best 
summed up by Mayor Eugene Brune of Somerville in his 
ribbon-cutting speech at Brickbottom: 

“I have been very excited from the first day that they 
came to me and talked about an artists’ colony where you 
can live and work. I knew that it would be the most 
exciting project that we would have in the city. This 
building perhaps has more talent in one building than you 
could find in twenty cities. And isn’t it wonderful that we 
can Say, it’s in Somerville.” 

To help communities all over the country benefit from 
the gains made in Somerville, the Council is making the 
Cambridge Studios’ video available at a modest fee that 
covers the cost of making copies. Anyone interested in 
learning more should contact: 


Lisa Safier 
Mass. Council on the Arts and Humanities, 80 Boylston Street, 
10th floor, Boston, MA 02116; 617/727-3668 
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Culture in the Nation 


NASAA Convenes 
Multi-Cultural Project 


The National Assembly of State Arts 
Agencies (NASAA) had announced a 
new four-part Multi-Cultural Arts 
Leadership Support Project sponsored 
by the Philip Morris Companies Inc. 
The project will give leaders of multi- 
cultural organizations access to a 
broad range of information and issues 
in the arts. 

The projects will include a national 
database of minority cultural organi- 
zations, with a free printed directory 
being offered to the groups. The 
NASAA News, a quarterly newsletter 
that addresses national issues in the 
arts, will be available to 500 multi- 
cultural organizations at no subscrip- 
tion fee. 


IRS To Monitor 
Charitable Fundraising 


The Internal Revenue Service has 
notified over 400,000 non-profit 
organizations that they must tell 
donors the worth of the gift they 
receive in return for a contribution. 

The IRS will monitor the fundraising 
practices of non-profits for the 1988 
tax year to ascertain whether taxpay- 
ers are furnished with accurate 
information regarding the deductibil- 
ity of their contributions. Vague 
statements, such as “contributions are 
fully deductible to the extent provided 
by law,” will not satisfy the IRS. 

Receipts given to the contributor 
must state how much of the donation 
is a gift and how much covers the cost 
of the benefit. Even if a donor does 
not accept a tote bag, use the gala 
ticket or eat the benefit meal, the law 
requires that the cost of this must be 
deducted from the contribution. 


For guidance on specific aspects of 
charitable solicitations, contact the IRS 
for publication #1391, “Deductibility 
of Payments Made to Charities 
Conducting Fund-raising Events.” 


President Signs 
Artists Tax Exemption 


Outgoing President Ronald Reagan 
signed into law an exemption for 
artists and writers from the uniform 
capitalization rules which had been 
imposed by the Tax Reform Act of 
1986. Artists and writers are once 
again permitted a full tax deduction 
for business expenses and may deduct 
their expenses in the year incurred. 

The Council and the cultural com- 
munity worked hard over the past two 
years to convince Congress to modify 
the capitalization rules. In the former 
scheme, they could not deduct their 
expenses until the project or work was 
sold, creating a financial burden for 
artists. 


= Administration. 


partner [in space]," he says. 


Short-Lived Victory 
for Children’s TV 


By a unanimous vote, Congress ap- 
proved the Children’s Television Act 
of 1988. Action for Children’s Televi- 
sion president Peggy Charren of 
Cambridge said at the time, “ACT 
hails this legislation as a landmark 
victory for parents and children.” 

President Ronald Reagan, however, 
vetoed the bill before it had a chance 
to become law. 

The bill would have required the 
FCC to consider whether a TV station 
had served the educational and 
informational needs of children at 
license renewal time. It would also 
have reversed a 1986 FCC decision 
which stated that there is no need for 
an advertising limit in children’s tele- 
vision programming. 

ACT is a national non-profit organi- 
zation based in Cambridge which 
works to encourage diversity in 
children’s television and to eliminate 
commercial abuses targeted at young 


people. 


Massachusetts Artist Makes Space History 


The Boundless Aperture, an art work by Massachusetts College of 
rt Professor Burgess, will fly aboard the Space Shuttle Discovery 


: endeavor and nearly 12: years of work with the National Aeronautics and 
The artwork i is S 6X 6 x 6 inches and weighs 7 ‘pounds. The Boundless 


passing through | the earth and reaching out into the universe. Iti is com- 
prised of 12 completed works, on opposite sides of the earth, and includes 
_ future placements on the moon and beyond. 

‘While non-scientific objects have flown in space before, this is the 
- first official payload, and artist Burgess believes it will set a precedent. "I 
want to opena place i in the space program for the arts to be an effective 


A book on the total project, The Quiet Axis, is available in four 
ee from the publisher Trecarre. 
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Theatre wif ku 


Drama in the Dark 


The full dimensions of the theatre 
have been unveiled for people with no 
or low vision through a new tech- 
nique—Audio Description. Pioneered 
by Margaret and Cody Pfanstiehl, 
Audio Description uses a microphone, 
transmitter and headsets to provide a 
carefully crafted narration of the 
visual elements—action, costumes, 
settings, and the like—during pauses 
in the dialogue. 

Visually impaired herself, Dr. 
Pfanstiehl says she knows the frustra- 
tion of sitting in a theater wondering 
why everyone else is laughing. 

“The play-by-play narration of the 
describer clues in the blind audience 
member inconspicuously,” she noted. 

The innovation has already won 
rave reviews. In Ohio, the list of 
theaters offering Audio Description 
has topped 20 and is still growing. 

For more information, contact Josh 
Dare or Kathy Christie at the NEA: 
202/682-5440. 


Cambridge Performer 
Receives NEA Award 


Laura Shepard of Cambridge has 
received a $5,000 award as part of the 
Theater Program of the National En- 
dowment for the Arts. The program 
offers individual artist fellowships to 
mimes and solo performance artists. 


Design | 


Council Design Program 
Wins National Award 


The Massachusetts Design Program, 
directed by Council staffperson Adele 
Fleet Bacow, has been selected for a 
Federal Design Achievement Award. 
The Design Program has sponsored 
the Governor's Design Awards, has 
conducted research on design educa- 
tion in the Commonwealth, and has 
provided funding for many communi- 
ties in the state through its Main 
Street, Bridge Design Competition, 
and Rural Design Assistance Pro- 
grams. 


Dance 


East Street Plans 
MASS MOVES 
Dance Festival 


East Street Contemporary Dance 
Series announced plans for the MASS 
MOVES Dance Festival, in praise of 
Massachusetts dance artists. The 
festival, planned for June, 1989, will be 
the first state-wide dance festival in 
the Commonwealth, and will be 
presented simultaneously in Boston 
and in Amherst. Performances by 
award-winning Massachusetts dance 
companies, master classes, and panel 
discussions will all be included. 

For more information, call 617/734- 
0985 or 413/586-4507. 


: Literature 


Globe Names Winners 
in Literary Press Competition 


Beacon Press and Northeastern 
University Press were the two Massa- 
chusetts winners in the 1988 Boston 
Globe Literary Press Competition. 
Beacon Press was the Fiction category 
winner for Frye Street and Environs by 
Marita Bonner; Northeastern won 
Most Valuable Reprint for Home to 
Harlem, written by Claude McKay. 

The international competition 
encourages and celebrates excellence 
in literary publishing, particularly 
among small literary presses working 
in the English language. 


Visual Arts 


State Group Seeks School Ban 
on Hazardous Art Materials 


The Mass. Public Interest Research 
Group has filed legislation in Massa- 
chusetts to ban the sale of art supplies 
containing toxic substances to pre- 
schools and elementary schools. The 
effort follows on the heels of a newly- 
passed federal law requiring warning 
labels on art materials with chronic 
hazards. 

Materials such as clay, paint, glues 
and solvents might include asbestos, 
chromium, lead, and benzene. 

According to MassPIRG, the U.S. 
law orders a statement that materials 
might be inappropriate for children in 
grade six and below, but it does not 
curtail their sale. 
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Mass. Organizations 
Reap NEA Awards 


The National Endowment for the 
Arts has announced that several Mas- 
sachusetts organizations will be 
awarded funding in two categories. 
They are as follows: 


Arts Theater Program 

American Repertory Theatre, Cam- 
bridge, $255,000 

Gloucester Stage Company, Glouc- 
ester, $7,500 

Huntington Theatre Company, Boston, 
$15,000 

Little Flags Theatre Foundation, 
Belchertown, $7,500 

Merrimack Repertory Theatre, $12,500 

No Theater/Available Potential Enter- 
prises, Northampton, $7,500 

Puppet Showplace, Brookline, $7,500 

Shakespeare and Company, Lenox, 
$7,500 

Stage West/Springfield Theatre Arts 
Association, Springfield, $15,000 

Underground Railway Theatre, Cam- 
bridge, $7,500 

Williamstown Theatre Festival, Wil- 
liamstown, $12,500 


Chorus Ensemble Grants 

Cantata Singers, Cambridge, $3,500, 
to support 1988-89 fees for soloists 
and improved fees for the manager 
and music director. 

Cecilia Society, Brookline, $2,800, for 
1988-89 improved salaries for the 
music director and associate music di- 
rector, and soloists’ fees. 

Handel & Haydn Society, Boston, 
$5,000, to support 1988-89 singers’ and 
soloists’ fees and salaries for the 
assistant conductor and management. 

Masterworks Chorale, Boston, $2,000, 
for 1988-89 soloists’ fees and improved 
management staff salaries. 

Zamir Chorale of Boston, Newton, 
$2,000, for 1988-89 increased salaries. 


Cindy Kiebitz, former Mass. Cultural Alliance Board member, has been named 
president of the National Assembly of Local Arts Agencies (NALAA)....The 
annual meeting of the Boston Theatre District Association led to the selection of 
Josiah Spaulding, president, Charles McEntee, vice president, and Alma 
Armstrong, sectretary...Boston composer John Watrous was awarded the third 
annual Paul Jacobs Memorial Fund Commission by the Tanglewood Music 
Center. The commission derives its income from the bequest of pianist Paul 
Jacobs’ estate to the TMC...Six Massachusetts residents were elected to member- 
ship at the annual meeting of the American Antiquarian Society. They are: 
Boston publisher David R. Godine; Worcester entrepreneur Stephen B. Loring; 
FLEXcon Manufacturing Co. co-founder C. Jean McDonough of Paxton; Welle- 
sley history professor Kathryn L.C. Preyer of Cambridge; chairman of the 
Greater Community Worcester Foundation Robert H. Wetzel of Holden; and 
culinary historian Barbara K. Wheaton of Concord....The Cape Cod Museum of 
Natural History recently named six new board members. They are: Robert J.G. 
Barlow, a math/science teacher from Yarmouth Port; retired federal publica- 
tions professional Catherine F. George of Dennis Port; retired executive vice 
president of Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance C. Norman Peacor of East 
Orleans; Ecologist Alan F. Poole of Waquoit; conservationist Susan L. Nicker- 
son of Marstons Mills; and archivist Ruth H. Davis of Osterville...Boston 
College alumnus Otto Peter Erbar has been named executive director of the 
Cambridge Multicultural Arts Center....The Pittsfield Community Music School 
has added six new board members and named new officers. Dr. Edgar Taft is 
the new president; Merle Ferber is vice president, Dr. Jeffrey Ross is treasurer, 
and Marjorie Kember is Clerk. The new board members are: Ruth Blodgett, 
Berkshire Medical Center administrator; Roger Bowley, head of Bardwell 
D'Angelo Bowlby Insurance; Martin Brown, Bank of New England; Paul 
Donahue, attorney; Bertha Lawrence, administrator at Elder Services; and Dr. 
Andrew Roth, plastic surgeon....StageWest Artistic Director Gregory Boyd 
accepted the position of Artistic Director of the Alley Theatre in Houston, Texas. 
The Springfield theatre reached new artistic heights under Boyd’s direction. 


The Treble Chorus of New England, located in Reading, is asking its support- 
ers to make donations this year, with the goal of breaking even financially....The 
Museum of Science has ended one major fundraising campaign and begun 
another. The $23.5 million Omni Campaign, an intensive fundraising effort to 
strengthen its endowment and help build the Mugar Omni Theater, was com- 
pleted a year ahead of time, thanks in part to a $750,000 grant from the S.S. 
Kresge Foundation and a $3.3 million bequest from the estate of the late trustee 
Henry S. Hall, Jr., the largest gift ever received by the museum. The start of a 
five-year $15 million campaign to be called The 1990s Discovery Campaign: 
The Vision of Roger L. Nichols, has just been announced....Raising the roof of 
the Cyclorama Dome at the Boston Center for the Arts has been made more 
possible by a generous $25,000 grant from the Massachusetts Historic Commis- 
sion. The Grant requires matching on a one-to-one basis....A grant of $2,000 
from the George I. Alden Trust will subsidize the docent program at the Worc- 
ester Heritage Preservation Society. 
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Council Supporting 
Wide Range of Third 
World Projects 


Asian Pacific American 
Heritage Week, a commis- 
sion and residency by 
choreographer Ulysses 
Dove, and a major exhibi- 
tion and symposium for 
Afro-American and Cape 
Verdean photographers are 
three of the 12 new projects 
to be supported this year by 
the Council’s Heritage 
program. 

“The Heritage program is 
intended to strengthen the 
Third World community’s 
ability to expand and 
deepen the public’s aware- 
ness and appreciation of 
their contemporary art, 
culture, and history,” 
explained Dr. Nicholas 
Zervas, chairman of the 
Council. 

Heritage targets festivals, 
publications, performances, 
and other programs by 
Afro-American, Caribbean, 
Asian and Pacific Islander, 
Cape Verdean, Hispanic, 
and Native American 
people. 

Projects to be funded in 
fiscal year 1989 are: 


Asian American Resource 
Workshop, Boston, $18,000 
to support Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Week, a 
week of cultural and 
educational programs and 
workshops with the theme 
“America is in the Heart: 
The Strength and Spirit of 
Asian Americans through 
Art and Culture.” The 
event, which is being 
organized by a variety of 
groups from Massachusetts, 
will be held at the Espla- 
nade in Boston. 


Boston College, Black 
Studies Department, 
Newton, $7,554 for the Oral 
History Project and the 
Caricatures project of 
Boston College’s Blacks in 
Boston Conference ’89. 


Boston Orchestra and 
Chorale, Boston, $6,000 for 
the Chorale’s annual spring 
concert, conducted by Dr. 
Earl Stewart and featuring 
Boston trumpeter Charles 
Lewis, guest clarinetist/ 
composer Alvin Batiste, and 
New Bedford singer Ramiro 
Mendes. 


Cultural Exchange, Inc., 
Springfield, $6,000 to print 
the first month of "The Eye," 
a monthly cultural arts 
events calendar distributed 
primarily to Afro-American 
communities across the 
State. 


Dance Umbrella, Cam- 
bridge, $13,000 for a Latin 
American performing arts 
festival co-sponsored with 
La Alianza Hispana and 
Areyto. "Tour de Fuerza: 
Nuevo Latino Dance and 
Performance” will take 
place in March 1989 at Villa 
Victoria and the Mass. 
College of Art. 


Danny Sloan Dance 
Company, Boston, $6,000 to 
support the Boston pre- 
miere of "Tracks," a dance 
production chronicling the 
evolution of spirituals, 
gospel and specific related 
dance forms. 


Impulse Dance Company, 
Boston, $19,000 for a com- 
mission and residency by 
choreographer Ulysses 
Dove, including perform- 
ances and workshops in 
Boston and New Bedford of 
the new work. 


Sierra Leone Cultural 
Organization, Boston, $5,500 
to support the Second 
Annual Pan-African Cul- 
tural Day. 


Springfield Theatre Arts 
Association/StageWest, 
Springfield, $17,000 to 
support, in cooperation 
with the New World 
Theatre, mounting David 
Henry Hwang's "The Dance 
and the Railroad,” including 
extensive outreach to Asian 
communities statewide. 


United South End 
Settlments, Boston, $8,829 
for the commission of a soft 
sculpture of Harriet Tub- 
man by artist Barbara Ward. 


University of Lowell 
Research Foundation, 
Lowell, $15,720 for a major 
exhibition and symposium 
of Third World photogra- 
phers as part of the Tenth 
Annual James Van Der Zee 
Project. 


Videmus, Cambridge, 
$11,947 to support a pre- 
concert roundtable discus- 
sion, a chamber music 
concertand post-concert 
tribute to the 60th birthday 
of T.J. Anderson at the 
Sanders Theater in Cam- 
bridge. 


The next Heritage deadline is 
February 27,1989. 
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New Planning, Curriculum Development 
and Conferences Education Projects 
Scheduled for Fiscal Year 1989 


Echoing its continued 
support of cultural educa- 
tion for schoolchildren 
throughout the Common- 
wealth, the Massachusetts 
Council on the Arts and 
Humanities has announced 
funding for six new educa- 
tion projects. These are in 
addition to 119 awards 
announced in the Novem- 
ber-December Bulletin. 

“We are excited to 
support the creative plan- 
ning for new cultural 
activities in Massachusetts 
schools,” stated Nicholas 
Zervas, the Council’s 
chairman. 

The awards were given 
under the categories of 
Planning Awards, which 
helps organizations to in- 
crease the variety and 
quality of current programs; 
Curriculum Development., 
which supports projects 
jointly developed between a 
cultural institution and the 
school(s) or community 
served; and Conferences, 
which supports professional 
conferences for cultural 
institutions, community or- 
ganizations, schools, 
parents and other interested 
parties. 

Organizations receiving 
awards are: 


PLANNING AWARDS 


Dance Collective, Cambr- 
idge, $2,775 to plan a year- 
long dance/movement/ 
motion art curriculum with 
the Hudson and Maynard 
school systems. 


Documentary Educational 
Resources, Watertown, 
$2,650 to plan a curriculum 
project in the Melrose and 
Wrentham public schools 
focusing on non-industrial 
societies using anthropo- 
logical films from DER’s 
collection. 


East Bridgewater Public 
Library, East Bridgewater, 
$3,000 to assess available 
local history resources to 
make curriculum recom- 
mendations for the town’s 
three schools. 


New England Science 
Center, Worcestrr, $3,000 to 
lay the groundwork for 
integrating the museum's 
collections and programs 


into the science education 
curriculum of the Grafton 
Public schools. 


The following are added to 
awards announced by the 
Council last June. 


CURRICULUM 
DEVELOPMENT 


UMASS-Amherst, $23,835 
for an in-depth literature 
program for teachers and 
students in the Holyoke 
public schools that will 
bring professional authors 
and illustrators into class- 
rooms. 


CONFERENCES 


UMASS-Amherst, $8,520 to 
bring teachers, principals, 
and parents from under- 
served areas in Worcester, 
Franklin, Hampshire, and 
Hampden counties to meet 
with children’s authors and 
illustrators, and to provide 
for follow-up literature 
activities in their schools. 


The next Council deadlines for the Curriculum Development and 
Conferences programs are March 6, 1989 for those who have filed 
an intent- to-apply. The deadline for next year is expected to be in 


September. 


re J 


Artists Foundation's 
Rothman Accepts 
New Position 


Ron Rothman, execu- 
tive director of the 
Artists Foundation, has 
announced his plans to 
become executive 
director of TOUGH- 
LOVE International, | 
based in Philadelphia. 
The Artists Foundation 
administers the Coun- 
cil-funded Mass. Artists 
Fellowship Program, 
which provides 58 
$9,500 fellowships each 
year in several disci- 
plines. 

Under Rothman's 
three-year directorship, 
the Artists Foundation 
has become a center- 
piece of the State 
Transportation Building 
with a gallery and 
exhibition concourse. 

During the same 
period, the Foundation 
developed the Artists 
Health Education 
Program to provide free 
information on hazard- 
ous materials and im- 
plemented the Artists 
Emergency Loan Pro- 

am. 

TOUGHLOVE is a 
parent support group 
working with troubled 
teens. 
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Cultural Organizations Take A New Approach 


to Management, with Council Support 


Citing the critical need for 
evaluation, planning, and 
management assistance for 
non-profit cultural organi- 
zations, the Council has 
awarded $22,970 to 13 insti- 
tutions through its Profes- 
sional Assistance program. 

“These awards give 
groups an opportunity to 
hire consultants to help in 
anything from fundraising 
and marketing strategies to 
audience development and 
board recruitment,” noted 
Anne Hawley, executive 
director of the Council. 

Examples of funded 
projects include a $2,000 
award for the Boston 
Theatre of the Deaf allow- 
ing it to develop an Ameri- 
can Sign Language script of 
“The Three Spinners” with 
the Loon and Heron The- 
atre; $2,240 to help the Cape 
Cod Museum of Fine Arts 
to expand the museum’s 
educational programs, a 
membership drive, and 
collections storage; and $700 
to assist Leverett Crafts and 
Arts with promotional 
brochures to increase their 
public visibility. 

Fiscal year 1989 recipients 
are: 


PROFESSIONAL 
ASSISTANCE PLANS 


Beverly Historical Society, 
Beverly, $1,500 to assit with a 
survey of community needs 
and examine the Society's 
primary audience, and to 
assess the Society's current 
interpretive programs in 
light of its mission and 
current scholarship. 


Cape Cod Museum of Fine 
Arts, Dennis, $2,240 for 
consultancies to assist with 
expansion of the museum’s 
educational programs, col- 
lections storage, database 
systems analysis for a 
membership drive, and 
training for six docents in art 
history. 


The Children’s Museum of 
Holyoke, Holyoke, $1,030 to 
assist research, evaluation, 
and planning to upgrade 
current exhibitions, and to 
send the museum’s program 
coordinator to a conference 
at the Children’s Museum in 
Boston, “Science and Pres- 
choolers.” 


Kinetic Environments, 
Ashfield, $600 to continue 
recruiting and building a 
board of directors. 


Leverett Crafts and Arts, 
Leverett, $700 to develop 
brochures to increase 


Leverett’s visibility and to 
enable two staff members to 
attend an Arts Management 
Workshop. 


Loon and Heron Theatre, 
Brookline, $1,000 to provide 
members of the theatre’s 
current repertory company 
with intensive training in 
performing Shakespeare for 
young audiences. 


Performer’s Ensemble, 
Boston, $3,000 for training in 
choreography, movement, 
voice, and maskwork, and 
to assist the Ensemble in 
establishing a Conservatory 
for actor training. 


The Space/Center for 
Education and 
Communication, Brookline, 
$500 for long and short- 
term planning and goal- 
setting. 


The Storyteller’s Collective 
of Boston, $2,500 fora 
needs assessment of the or- 
ganization’s mission and 
goals, financial manage- 
ment training and fundrais- 


ing. 


COLLABORATIVE 
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 


Boston Theatre of the Deaf, 
Boston, $2,000 to collaborate 
with the Loon and Heron 


Theatre on an American 
Sign Language integrated 
script of “The Three Spin- 
ners.” 


Indian Hill Arts, Littleton, 
$700 to work with the New 
England Philharmonic, 
Nashoba Valley Chorale, 
Leonard Gaskins Chorale 
and the Groton Theater to 
develop the participants’ 
ability to use volunteers for 
audience development and 
fundraising. 


Stage Source, Boston, $1,200 
to collaborate with the 
Boston Resident Theatre 
Alliance to explore the pos- 
sibility of affiliation or a 
merger to serve the theatre 
community more effec- 
tively. 


LEADERSHIP SEARCH 


Museum of Afro-American 
History, Boston, $6,000 to 
conduct a national search 
for an executive director. 


Both the Leadership Search 
and the Implementation 
programs of Professional 
Assistance are now closed, 


due to depletion of funds. 
Only Scholarship Aid 
awards of $250 each will be 
available after January 20, 
1989. 
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An Extra Push Towards Completion 


A collection of short 
stories by Robert Abel to be 
published by Lynx House 
Press in Amherst and 
“Driving to Mexico: A 


_ Video Mural” created by 


Vin Gravill in conjunction 
with ZONE Art Center in 
Springfield are two of 13 
artists’ works-in-progress to 
be funded by the Council's 
MassProductions program 
this year. 

Council Chairman 
Nicholas Zervas thanked 
the Governor and the 
Legislature for the contin- 
ued support which made 
the awards possible. 

According to Dr. Zervas, 
“There is a critical phase in 
many creative projects 
when the idea is there, the 
work is progressing, and 
funding runs out.” 

“The MassProductions 
program at the Council 
provides support at just 
such crucial times for 
projects in film, video, 
radio, photography, design 
arts, dance, and literature/ 
criticism,” he explained. 
When a work is completed, 
it is then presented to ~ 
Massachusetts audiences. 

The 13 projects awarded 
funding for fiscal year 1989 
were: 


FILM 


Boston Film/Video 
Foundation, Boston, 


| $26,013* to complete “The 


} 
| 
/ 


' Stories of Ait Talikou,” a 


| February-March 1989 


lyrical film narrative 
exploring the changing face 
of Morocco, by Christian 
and Steffen Pierce. 


Center for the Arts, 
Northampton, $22,425* to 
complete a half-hour 
documentary film, “Un- 
known Secrets; Art and the 
Rosenberg Era,” by Green 
Mountain Post Films. 


Center for the Arts, 
Northampton, $21,528* to 
complete an experimental 
film by Abraham Ravett 
about his relationship with 
his deceased father. 


LITERATURE/CRITICISM 


Lynx House Press, Amherst, 
$13,455 to complete and 
publish a volume of short 
stories by Robert Abel. 


Ploughshares, Watertown, 
$10,764* for publication of a 
book of poetry, prose, and 
photographs by poet Sam 
Cornish. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Boston Center for the Arts, 
Boston, $19,734 to complete 
a project combining photo- 
graphs and taped inter- 
views of women in shelters, 
by Melissa Shook. 


Cambridge Multicultural 
Art Center, Cambridge, 
$19,734* to complete a series 
of photographs and tape 


recordings which study the 
de-institutionalizing of a 
woman by Sister Carlotta 
Duarte. 


RADIO 


Public Media Foundation, 
Boston, $22,425* to complete 
“The Earthstone,” a radio 
drama by Steve Bressler, 
and $16,146* to complete a 
radio series by Tatiana 
Schreiber which examines 
issues for women in prison. 


WOMER-EM, Provincetown, 
$1,794 to complete a pilot 

radio program about dune 
shacks by Kathleen Schorr. 


VIDEO 


ZONE Art Center, Spring- 
field, $14,352* to complete 
“Narrative Information,” a 
collection of seven video 
short stories by Cooper 
Giloth, and $12,558* to 
complete a video piece, 
“Driving to Mexico: A 
Video Mural,” by Vin 
Grabill. 


*includes two-year funding, the 
second year subject to appropria- 
tion. 


The next deadline for 
all the Council's 
Contemporary Arts 


programs, including 
MassProductions, is 
February 6, 1989. 


| for ee in 1987 


- audiences for the third 
Ee consecutive year spent 
ae more on performing 


sporting events. In fact 
| $400 million more. 


~ The National 


| Endowment for the : 
| Arts also reported that 
the U.S. Bureau of © 
a Economic Analysis 
: said: 
= people are spending 
_ less on books and 


|e admissions to per- 

ES forming arts events 

| have now increased for 

| five years; 

} © movie attendance has 

Ee declined ' ‘substantially” 

| during the same five 

| year period; 

| © during the five years 
covered in the report, 

audiences spent 21 

percent more per 

| person. 
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® Opportunities 


State Vietnam Veterans Memorial Design 
Competition: A $10,000 first place prize 
will be awarded to the Massachusetts artist 
who creates the winning design for the 
memorial, to be sited at Green Hill Park in 
Wrocester. The deadline for requesting 
design competition rules is February 15, 
1989. For information, write the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Trust, Inc., P.O. Box 1088, 
Auburn, MA 01508. 


Olympia International Composition 
Prize: Musical composers of any style and 
artistic direction, under 40 years old, can 
compete for the second annual Olympia 
International Composition Prize estab- 
lished by the Elliniki-Radiophonia- 
Tileorassis: The Greek Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. First prize: $3,000. For informa- 
tion write: ERT, Messogion 4323, P.O. Box 
19, Aghia Paraskevi, 15342, Athens. Dead- 
line: March 1, 1989. 


National Endowment of the Humanities 
Deadlines: NEH Division of General 
Programs: Humanities Projects in Libraries 
and Archives, Planning Grants: Feb. 3; 
NEH Division of General Programs, 
Humanities Projects in Libraries and Ar- 
chives, Implementation Grants: March 17; 
NEH Challenge Grants (no more two-year 
waiting period between one successful 
project and the next application): May 1. 
For more information, call the NEH at: 
202/786-0536. 


International Studio Exchange: A list of 
foreign artists interested in trading studio 
space is being put together by Exchanges 
of Canada. To participate, send a SASE 
with description of size/type of available 
studio, length of time you desire to be 
abroad, and time of year and country 
preferred to: Exchanges, 335 King Street 
East #408, Toronto, M5A 3KB, Canada. 


New England Film and Video Festival: 
The 14th annual New England Film and 
Video Festival announces its 1989 competi- 
tion celebrating excellence and innovation 
in film by independent and student film 
and videomakers in New England. For 
applications and information contact: Arts 
Extension Service, Division of Continuing 
Education, Goodell Building, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003; 413/ 
545-2360. Deadline: Feb. 13, 1989 for 
independents; Feb. 20, 1989 for students. 


FiberAlaska Conference: The FiberAlaska 
“89 Art Show will be held June 17-30 in 
connection with the FiberAlaska confer- 
ence in Anchorage. All fiber constructions 
are eligible. Entry fee: $15. Slides due: 
April 1, 1989. Send SASE to: FiberAlaska 
’89 Show Co-ordinator, P.O. Box 110827, 
Anchorage, AK, 99511-0827. 


Juried Quilt Exhibition: A juried exhibit 
of works that stretch the definition of a 
quilt will be held from May 10-July 9, 1989 
at the New England Quilt Museum. For 
information, contact the Museum at 256 
Market St., Lowell, MA; 508/452-4207. 
Deadline: Feb. 1, 1989. 


U.K. Fulbright Commission: A new 
professional fellowship in Filmmaking and 
Film and Television Production has been 
created by the United Kingdom Fulbright 
Commission in London. One award will 
be available in film and television produc- 
tion each year for the next three years. The 
fellow will have the opportunity to pursue 
extended professional work and study in 
the U.K. For information, contact: Dr. 
Steven Blodgett, Council for International 
Exchange of Scholars, Eleven Dupont 
Circle, Suite 300, Washington, D.C. 20036; 
202/939-5410. Deadline: Feb. 1, 1989. 


Scholarships for Singers are available 
from the American Berlin Opera Founda- 
tion for gifted, young American singers to 
study in residence at the Deutsche Oper 
Berlin in West Germany. The scholarship 
is open to American citizens and perma- 
nent residents between the ages of 18 and 
32 who have completed all schooling and 


Resources 


are beginning their professional careers. 
Singers under management are not eligi- 
ble. Residence is approximately 10 months, 
beginning in August 1989. Applications, 
available from American Berlin Opera at 
666 Fifth Ave., 21st floor, New York 10103, 
are due by February 15, 1989. 


1989 Houston International Festival 
(April 13-23) has Open Air markets for the 
following: Karamu (non-juried, African, 
African-American and Caribbean arts and 
crafts), Latin (non-juried Latin-American 
folk arts and crafts), and Gypsy (non- 
juried, hand-crafted items from wood, 
fiber, clay, metal, leather, glass, paper, 
shells ora combination. Deadline is 
February 15, 1989. Write to Production 
Director, the Houston International 
Festival, 909 Fannin, Suite 890, Houston, 
TX 77010; 713/654-8808. 


Art All-State Festival is looking for artists 
to work in studio settings with Massachu- 
setts high school juniors with exceptional 
artistic ability who seek to pursue careers 
in the visual arts. Artists chosen will work 
in studio settings and will share informa- 
tion on their portfolios and post-secondary 
training. An honorarium, meals, and 
housing are provided. Contact Andrea 
Deimel, Art All-State Festival Coordinator, 
Worcester Art Museum, Salisbury St., 
Worcester 01609, 508/799-4406. 


7th Annual Bel Canto Opera Competition 
takes place at Eastfield Mall, March 24 and 
25 in Springfield, MA. The winner will 
study for six weeks in Siena, Italy. Appli- 
cations to the Bel Canto Foundation by 
March 9. Write or call: Eastfield Mall 
Management Office, 1655 Boston Rd., 
Springfield 01129, (413) 543-4584. 


PEN/Jerard Fund Award of $3,000 honors 
an emerging woman writer. For info: PEN 
American Center, 568 Broadway, NY 
10012; 212/334-1660. 


NEA International Exchange Fellowships 
to Japan, France and international festivals. 
Write Beverly Kratochvil, Intl. Activities, 
NEA, 1100 Penna. Ave., NW, Washington 
20506. Tel: 202/682-5562. 
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Resources 


ArtScan Information Service is a com- 
puter-based catalog of performing artists 
whose work is available for presentation 
throughout the U.S. Performing groups 
and presenters should contact: ArtScan, 
P.O. Box 15271, Portland, ME, 04101; 207/ 
874-6612. 


Looking for a job with a cultural group? 
The Council maintains a listing of position 
openings at cultural organizations 
throughout the Commonwealth and the 
United States. This listing is available ina 
job book located in the reception area at 80 
Boylson Street, Boston. Anyone interested 
is invited to take a look! 


Public Art/Public Controversy: The Tilted 
Arc on Trial examines the issues sur- 
rounding public art by focusing on a case 
involving a sculpture removed by the 
General Services Administration. Cost is 
$12.95, and it's available from the Ameri- 
can Council for the Arts, Dept. 28, 1285 
Ave. of the Americas, New York, NY 
10019. 


Money to Work: Grants for Visual Artists 
includes an assessment of the fellowships 
available, complete profiles of national, 
regional and state funders, and a complete 
bibliography of books listing grants. 
Published by Art Resources Intl. and the 
NEA. 107 pages, $8. Write to Art Resources 
International, 5813 Nevada Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20015; 202/363-6806. 


The New England Folk Festival 
Association in Cambridge has set April 15 
-16, 1989, for its 45th Annual New England 
Folk Festival at Natick High School. 


Southeast Asian Folk Art Festival: the 
Multicultural Program of the Children’s 
Museum in Boston, The Refugee Arts 
Group and the Khmer, Loo, Hmong, 
Kmhmu and Vietnamese communities of 
Massachusetts will present a festival at the 
museum in celebration of the traditional 
cultures of the five Southeast Asian com- 
munities in the Commonwealth. The 
Festival will be held Friday through 
Sunday, June 23-25, 1989. 


Dance Companies throughout the 
Northeast interested in the Northeast 
Regional Ballet Festival Assocation are 
invited to join the Region's 12 member 
companies attending and participating in 
ballet, jazz and modern dance classes and 
seminars, and attending performances at 
Festival '89 being held June 1-3, 1989, on 
the campus of Smith College in Northamp- 
ton. Write Pioneer Valley Ballet, 22 
Merrick Lane, Northampton, MA 01060, 
413/586-4142. 


Three Centuries of American Furniture is 
the course title offered by the Society for 
the Preservation of New England Antiqui- 
ties to be held March 16-May 25, 1989 at 
the Codman Carriage House, Lincoln, 
Massachusetts. The intensive 11-week 
course will feature an in-depth look at 
furniture making from the 17th to 20th 
centuries. Call 617/227-3956 to register. 


Architectural Artisanry symposium 
March 17-18 will bring experts in public 
art, architectural preservation, and 
artisanry to Southeastern Mass. University 
in North Dartmouth. For registration, 
Architectural Artisanry Symposium, Div. 
of Continuing Studies, SMU, North 
Dartmouth 02747; 508/999-8046. 


The Third Latin American Book Fair will 
be held May 5-7, 1989 at City College in 
New York. The Fair is looking for partici- 
pation by women writers as well as 
contributors and sponsors. Books in all 
disciplines dealing with Iberoamerica are 
also sought. Write for registration, rates, 
information, etc. Latin American Writers 
Institute, Div. of Humanities 6293, City 
College, NY 10031. 


The Archives of American Art, with a 
New England Regional Center at 87 Mount 
Vernon Street in Boston, exists to gather 
and preserve primary documents of the 
visual arts in the United States and make 
them available for research. For more 
information, call 617/565-8444. 


Name Change: Commonwealth Print 
Conservation is now known as the Art 
Conservation Resource Center. The Center 
is a non-profit organization affiliated with 
Tufts University. It provides a complete 
range of conservation services for artistic 
and historic works on paper. 


New Gallery: Gary Wortzel Fine Arts at 
330 Newbury Street had an inaugural 
show Nov. 14 -Jan. 9, and is showing the 
work of emerging Boston artists from Jan. 
15-Feb. 29. For information, call 617 /536- 
6442. The gallery is located between 
Hereford and Mass. Ave. 


New Addresses: The new mailing address 
for the Bach Society of Worcester is P.O. 
Box 2860, Worcester, MA; 508/754-5122. 
The Massachusetts Film Office is now 
located at The Transportation Building, 10 
Park Plaza, Suite 2310, Boston, MA 02116; 
617/973-8800. The Springfield Orchestra 
Association is now at 1391 Main Street, 
Suite 1006, Springfield, MA 01103. 
Telephone is still 413/733-0636. 
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Bulletin Survey 


The Council considers the Bulletin one of the key ways 4. Rate the following sections from1-3 (1=poor, 2=good, 


it can communicate with the different constituencies it 3=excellent; circle one): 
serves: cultural organizations, individual artists, elected vais 
officials, and other members of the private sector. Feature articles 1 2 3 
This newsletter has now been published for nearly Disciplines “ 2 3 
two years, and we ask for your comments on how we : ; 
can best use it to serve you. Culture in the Nation 1 e 3 
Please fill out this survey and either return the whole = Council Update 1 2 3 
page with your mailing label, or simply the dashed part Resources 1 2 3 
of the page if you wish to remain anonymous. 
Unfortunately we cannot provide return postage due Guest Columns 1 2 3 
to the tight fiscal situation. We hope continued free de- 
livery of an improved Bulletin will be an incentive! 5. What changes would you suggest in either content or 


format? 


1. Is the Bulletin useful to you in your work? Y N 


2. What subjects would you like to see addressed in 
future issues? 


6. What topics would you like lto see in a guest column? 
Please suggest contributors. 


3. Would you like a "Letters to the Editor" column? 


¥i«iN 
Any other regular column?” 2 22a 
it (Please mail to Bulletin at the address below.) a 
Massachusetts Council on the Arts and Humanities BULK RATE 
a Ae a est pee 10th floor U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
1 BOSTON, MA 
Tel: 617/727-3668 PERMIT NO. 52095 


The Bulletin is published bi-monthly 
by the Public Information Department 
of the Mass. Council on the Arts and 
Humanities. Contributing to this 
issue: Faye Rapoport, Lisa Safier, 

Rick Schwartz. 
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